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Christian Debutante and Master Commission

 dedicates this handbook to the 
memory of

Dr. Julma Crawford

Founder
 of 
the Christian Debutante Master Dedication 
1952
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Dr. Julma V. Brown Crawford

Memorial Scholarship

The Julma Violet Brown Academic Scholarship is an awards competition for Christian Debutantes and Masters, sponsored by the CDMC Commission of the General Conference.  It is for graduating high school seniors who seek post-secondary education and for full time college or technical/trade-school students.  It is based on academic achievement, extra- curricular activities, church participation, and community service.

The scholarship application may be requested from the local CDMC commissioner beginning the week after Labor Day (second week of September) for applications due in the spring of the year of the General Conference.  The scholarships are awarded during the Debutante and Master Dedication Ceremony at the seat of the General Conference.
Additional information may be obtained from your conference or district commissioner.
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THE CHRISTIAN DEBUTANTE-MASTER DEDICATION COMMISSION

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH SERVICE LOG
Name ___________________________      

Conference _________________________________     

Episcopal District _____________________________

(Please check all service areas that apply)
A. 
Home ______     Household chores (list)
RESPONSIBILITY
Of young siblings _________     

Special duties (please list) ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

In your own words, please share what you feel is your responsibility to the home ________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________

A. 
Church Involvement
_____ YPD ______ Band    _____ Usher     _____ Choir     _____ Church _____School     _____ CDMC     ____ RAYAC  _____  Bible Bowl  
_____ Spelling Bee  _____ Drill Team     _____  Bible Study      
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FORWARD
In the year of our Lord 2010, it is His grace that has allowed us to capture the minds and hearts of our young ladies and young men. The Christian Debutante Master Commission (CDMC) places its emphasis on education, talent, perseverance, spiritual development, and inner beauty.  

Presenting the debutantes and masters to church society is a spiritual rites of passage.  The ceremony is beautifully formed by prayers, lighting of the cross, and a personal pledge of commitment to the Lord our God.  It is our desire that this handbook will serve as a guide to the procedure and process that we should follow as a Connectional church when implementing a CDMC program. Ideas and suggestions have been provided by various districts. 

In this 4thrd edition, it is our prayer that it will give you a better understanding of CDMC. We are most grateful to our founder, the late Dr. Julma B. Crawford, and Mrs. Loretta Hill, and Mrs. Gloria Massey Ward past Connectional Administrators.  

As we “Daily Magnify Christ,” We give God all of the glory,

Lyndajo Jones Watson
4th Connectional Administrator

Micah 6:8 (NIV)

He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.
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Christian Debutante and Master 
Administrators
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, DEPARTMENT OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
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COMMISSION CHAIRMAN
Bisnor Davip R. DANIELS Jr.

THEME:
“"Magnifying Christ as we reflect on the past, experience the
present, and focus on the future”
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       Mrs. Loretta Fields Hill                                            Mrs. Gloria Massey Ward

Debutante and Master Administrator                    Debutante and Master Administrator
                 1992-2008                                                                   2009 - 2016
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Pastor _____________________________________    

Youth Director ______________________________

Career Goals: ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Autobiographical Information ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
List Church and Community involvement ____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Signature of Pastor ____________________________________________________


Signature of Youth Director/local commissioner_____________________________
Signature of Conference CDMC Commissioner _____________________________ 

Signature of Parent or Guardian __________________________________________

Signature of youth participant ___________________________________________
Note Well:  Registration Fee (must accompany this registration form)
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THE CHRISTIAN DEBUTANTE –MASTER DEDICATION COMMISSION

AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Registration Form
(Check appropriate level)
____Allenite___Sub-Deb ____Sub- Master____Debutante____Master
Date ___________________

Name: First _______________  MI ____   Last _______________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City __________________ State _______     Zip ________     

E‑mail _________________________

Birth date _____/______/________     Age _______     

Classification ____________________

School/College/University ___________________________________      

High School ______________________________________________
Parent(s) Name____________________________________________
Episcopal District ____________     

Episcopal District DMC Commissioner ____________________

Conference ___________________________     

Local Church: ____________________________________________

Church Address ______________________________________     

City ________________________ State______ Zip __________ 

Telephone _____________________________      

E‑mail address ____________________________
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THE CHRISTIAN DEBUTANTE‑MASTER COMMISSION

OF THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURC

(CDMC)
HISTORICAL OVERVIEW
The DMC originated by Dr. Julma Crawford under the division of Christian Education. It was inaugurated as a Christian rite of passage by the A.M.E. Church in 1952 and is denoted by the phrase, "The Christian Debutante Master Dedication Commission". The first Debutante‑Master Dedication was held May 18, 1952 in Chicago, Illinois at the seat of the 34th General Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church.   
The CDMC became an official commission by elected legislation enacted at the 39th session of the A.M.E. General Conference held in June, 1972 in Dallas, Texas. 

The CDMC is a commission of adults comprising a new supportive and supplemental service to youth groups of the Christian Education at each level of the A.M.E. Church.

On July 1, 1972, Mrs. Crawford was elected Administrator of this commission with the rank of General Officer.  In 1976, Mrs. Crawford became a connectional officer as the administrator of the newly legislated Debutante Master Commission. 
Dr. Julma Crawford retired in 1992.  Under the new leadership of Mrs. Loretta Hill of Austin, TX the CDMC manual and handbook was created.  She also established the Julma Crawford Scholarship and the current organizational structure for the program.  Mrs. Gloria Ward continued the legacy of the CDMC in 2008 and also revised the manual and handbook
In July 2016 during the General Board meeting at the General Conference in Philadelphia, PA Mrs. Lyndajo Jones Watson of Little Rock, Arkansas was appointed to serve as the 4rd Connectional General Administrator of the Christian Debutante-Master Commission.  She is Executive Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of State of the State of Arkansas and an active lifelong member Union AMEC in Little Rock.  Mrs. Watson has been involved with CDMC for more than 20 years.  She has served in several capacities: 1st Vice President, coordinator of the Christian Debutante-Master Dedication Ceremony and scholarship banquet and 12th District Commissioner .

(1)
Forms 
& 
Scholarship Information
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CDMC COLORS

The liturgical colors: Red and White

Red symbolizes excitement, energy, and power.

White symbolizes celebration, joy, and peace.
ATTIRE

Adults:  
Red Suit or Dress - white accessories (corsage, etc)

Dark Suit, white shirt, red tie (male) 
Optional: Alumni (former debs and masters) Black
DEBUTANTE: The most preferred and popular attire for Debutantes is: Traditional long white formal ballroom gowns (no train), modest necklines, elbow length white gloves (unless the sleeves in the dress are long then wear short white gloves), single strand of pearl beads, and pearl stud earrings, white shoes, nosegay bouquet.

MASTER: Connectional Level - All white tuxedo, white shirt, red cummerbund and red bow tie or, white shoes.   District level – White jacket/black slacks red bow tie, red cummerbund or Black suit, white shirt red bow tie and red cummerbund.  Conference level - attire same as district.
SUB DEBUTANTE ATTIRE: Appropriate church dress with white gloves. No bare shoulders, No dark colors.
(Not permitted to wear white.  White dresses are for debutantes only).

SUB MASTERS ATTIRE: Dark suit (pants & jacket), white shirt, black bow tie, and black shoes.

JUNIOR ALLENITES: (GIRLS) Church dress (no bare shoulders) White hose or socks, black or white shoes. NO DARK COLORS
JUNIOR ALLENITES:  (BOYS) Black pants, white shirt, black neck tie, black shoes.

PRE- ALLENITES:  Same as  Allenites
(17)
MISSION STATEMENT
We the members of the Christian Debutante-Master Dedication Commission of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, endeavor to promote the principles and doctrines of Christian Education as set forth in the guidelines of this initiative.

We will create an environment for spiritual growth and development of our youth through exploration of “spiritual gifts”, availing resources and remembrances that will guide, instruct and instill Christ-like attributes in our youth.  Furthermore, we resolve to work collaboratively and diligently to fulfill our commitment to “create a future worthy of our past.”
(2)

PURPOSE OF THE DEBUTANTE-MASTER COMMISSION


The purpose of the Christian Debutante Master Commission is to provide guidance and information relevant to the study of the church, encourage spiritual growth and promote involvement in community activities.  It shall provide supplies needed for the preparation and presentation of a unified, coordinated ceremony on the Connectional, Episcopal District, Annual Conference, and Presiding Elder, Local church, Ecumenical and Community levels, as well as the liturgical requirements and all other ceremonial details. Each commissioner should be a self-starter, goal oriented, a motivator, a good role model and have a strong interest in youth.
WHAT IS THE CDMC DEDICATION CEREMONY?
The CDMC Ceremony is far more than an elaborate formal event.  The activities which precede the ceremony have deep and abiding significance and are items in the total Christian Education, Christian growth, and development of young people.  The regular and special study programs for teaching and training youth for faithful Christian service and creative Christian leadership is the educational process in which these young people are involved prior to the beautiful formalities of the culminating event—The Dedication Ceremony
GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
· To promote growth and development by conducting workshops, classes, and training programs on all levels for youth and adults.

· To acquaint young people with the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and His ministry.

· To provide wholesome recreation and fellowship for youth and adults in the Christian Debutante-Master Commission

· To interact with other youth organizations such as YPD and RAYAC

 (3)DEDICATORY PLEDGE  
SUB DEB and SUB MASTER
(To be learned and recited in unison)
We the sub debutantes and sub masters are filled with sheer delight to greet the debutantes and masters whom we honor today. May your years be filled with gladness as on through life you go performing Christian service with the deep inner glow.

Sometimes the rain will fall; sometimes it will be dark; sometimes it will seem useless to pursue; but when the Master calls, unto his guidance hark, and your faith, will see you safely  through; so God's speed; and best wishes!
DEDICATORY PLEDGE 

ALLENITES
(To be learned and recited in unison)
We, the Allenites, are honored to be a part of the dedication program today.  We congratulate the Debutantes and Masters. We will continue to work and give in our Church School, YPD, and other church groups. 

We will study and continue to learn about the bible, and the African Methodist Episcopal Church.  When we become young adults, we too, hope to be honored as you are tonight. In our work, and in our play, we shall try to add more love through acts of kindness, courtesy, understanding and helpfulness. 

16)
DEDICATORY PLEDGE 

 DEBUTANTE AND MASTER
(To be learned and recited in unison)
"Believing that God's power is my strength because of my faith in Jesus Christ, I join with other youth in a united effort to demonstrate the effectiveness and the oneness of the Christian fellowship.  For me there is a desire to make Christ the focal point of my existence, to render unselfishness services to my fellow man and to diligently seek the will of God for my life. I sincerely believe and will govern myself as far as I am able by the Twenty five Articles of Religion, and the Motto of the AME Church, "God our Father, Christ our Redeemer, the Holy Spirit our Comforter and Human Kind our family." Help me God to keep this pledge. Take my life and let it be dedicated Lord to thee."

At the conclusion of the Dedicatory Pledge, the honorees (Debs and Masters) will sing two verses of the song "Take My Life and Let It Be" ( Words are taken from the red AME Hymnal but you can use the music in the blue AME hymnal).
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· To hold culminating sacred ceremonies for the debutantes and masters on all levels

· To organize a Christian Debutante-Master Commission in ALL  of our districts with at least 75% participation of youth throughout the connectional church.
· To recruit and train leaders to serve in the Christian Debutante Master Commission

THE CHRISTIAN DEBUTANTE‑MASTER FOCUS
The CDMC focus is on the period of transition from adolescence to adulthood. This period of transition has been considered so significant by most recorded cultures that it has been celebrated in ceremony.  
The Christian Debutante‑Master Commission (CDMC) seeks to channel this desire in an easy way that enhances the mission of the Christian Church. Young people in the AME Church who are being introduced must have received training in the church programs such as YPD, RAYAC, Usher Board, and Church School. Adults are charged with the responsibility of training young people. Adults who are willing to generously give of their time, talents, finances to improve, empower, and strengthen the work of young people are representatives or partners of youth. 

The Christian Debutante‑Master Dedication Ceremony is the flagship of the CDMC. This culminating activity is the "Rites of Passage.”
(4)
THE CHRISTIAN DEBUTANTE MASTER
 DEDICATION COMMISSION
AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

DUTIES OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

· Responsible for the overall DMC Program

· Meets and maintains a working relationship with Bishops who have CDMCs in their Episcopal Districts

· Monitors activities through the Episcopal Commissioners

· Maintains a good working relationship with CDMC Commissioners

· Receives reports from the Episcopal District Commissioners

· Represents the Debutante-Master Commission at leadership meetings

· Surveys youth and adults-teen programs/classes on sexuality

· Plans and implements classes/workshops for teens and parents, i.e.

· (sexuality, values, self-esteem, date rape, parenting, relationships, abstinence, “How to talk to your child about sexuality”, STDs, choices, and decision-making)
· Assures that students under 18 years of age obtain parental consent before participating in the classes

· Network and collaborate with other youth groups in the church, i.e. Y.P.D., Christian Education, RAYAC, Junior Ushers, Youth Choir, Sunday School, etc

· Work within committees to plan and implement projects and programs. Such as: Bible Bowl, Spelling Bee, Liturgical Dance, Drama, Etiquette Classes for males and females, Oratorical Contests, Biblical training, Know Your Church, CDMC Ceremony, General Conference and local church, Gospel Jubilee and other projects

· Keep abreast of current activities in the community and connection

· Make a report at the leadership meeting when requested

· Report to the General Board during the Bishops Council - Commission on Christian Education

· Report to the General Conference
· Make sure person working with the youth have background checks
THE EPISCOPAL DISTRICT COMMISSIONER
The district commissioner is appointed annually by the Bishop of the District
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

· Maintain a working relationship with the Bishop, Episcopal District, General Administrator, and Connectional Officers

· Plan and organize programs/projects for the Episcopal District

· Organize a CDMC Executive Board (in each conference (if needed)
· Supervise Annual Conference, District, and Local Church CDMC activities when needed.
(5)

Pledges
(14)
THE CDMC DEDICATION CEREMONY

1.
Speech by former honoree (Debutante or Master) (optional)

2.      Honoree(s) stand and prepare for the pledge 

3.      Debutantes and Masters recite the pledge 

4.      Debutantes and Masters sing the hymn "Take My Life and  

         Let It Be". (audience may join in, have words printed in program))

5.      Dimming OF LIGHTS. 

6.      Lighting of the cross, one honoree at a time beginning with the  

         Debutantes
7.      Debutantes and Masters kneel at the altar (may stand if no altar  

          is available). 

8.      Prayers of dedication, Bishop (if available)/three elders 

9.      At the conclusion of the Lord's Prayer Debutantes and Masters will sing   

        "Spirit of the Living God" first while kneeling. The second stand and 

         face the audience and they will join in singing
10.    Lights are turned up after the song
11.    Honoree(s) rise 

12.    Benediction which concludes the ceremony of dedication
13.    Audience will remain seated for the  recessional. 

14.    Reception (optional) 

15.    Picture taking (optional) 

16.    Presentation of awards and certificates (At the connectional   

         level the time is chosen by the connectional administrator.   At        

         the conference level can be done during remarks and   

         presentations).
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· Promote growth and development of the CDMC in the Episcopal District

· Appoint committees and encourage full participation

· Plan meetings, orientations, and rehearsals for CDMC ceremonies as needed

· Confer with the Bishop regarding CDMC church headquarters for CDMC Ceremony and other CDMC activities (Connectional CDMC host district)

· Plan and implement a realistic CDMC budget

· Assist the general administrator (connectional) in securing program participants for the Connectional CDMC committees during the General Conference

· Disseminate information throughout the Episcopal District, following-up and meeting deadlines

· Present an accurate financial account of expenditures including statistics, and program details

· Submit an annual report to the General Administrator by May 31st of each calendar year

· Participate in fundraising activities approved by the Bishop

· The Episcopal CDMC Commissioner hosting the General Conference should plan and hold a Steering Committee meeting. The Steering Committee should consist of Christian Education Director, pastors, youth leaders, conference commissioners, committee member and dedication directors

· The Episcopal District CDMC Commissioner should submit names and addresses of Conference CDMC Commissioners to General Administrator
· Make sure persons working with the youth have backgrounds checks if necessary.
THE CONFERENCE CDMC COMMISSIONER

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
The conference commissioner is appointed annually by the Bishop of the District. The district commissioner may recommend the appointment

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
· Maintain a good working relationship with the Bishop, Supervisor, Episcopal district Commissioner, Presiding Elders and other commissioners

· Assist in the planning and implementation of the CDMC program for the Episcopal District

· Assist in securing conference participants for the Debutante-Master Dedication Ceremony

· Work closely with the Episcopal District Debutante-Master Dedication Ceremony Director in producing the dedication ceremony in a flawless manner

· Assist in securing sponsors of youth of the Dedication Ceremony

· Plan the conference Sub-Debutantes and Sub-Masters presentation, if desired (ages 13-15)

· Be familiar with CDMC Curriculum and be prepared to teach if needed
(6)
THE PRESIDING ELDER DISTRICT CDMC COMMISSIONER

Appointed annually by the Presiding Elder of the District. The district commissioner may recommend the appointment
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
· Maintain a good working relationship with the Presiding Elder, Conference and Episcopal District Commissioner

· Assist in the implementation of the CDMC program in the conference

· Assist in securing sponsors and participants for the CDMC activities

· Serve on assigned committees and participate in fundraising activities

· Encourage full participation

· Plan the A.M.E. Junior Allenites (ages 9-12) presentation on the Presiding Elder district level, if desired

· Be familiar with the CDMC curriculum and prepared to teach if necessary

· Make an annual report to the conference commissioner (April of each year)


Reports should include:



Finance report



Statistical report



Youth in each category according to ages



Projects (outreach)

· Keep pictures of activities and make scrapbook for display

· Observe deadline for all reports 
(7)
RECOMMENDATION FROM THE CHURCH
(     All youth participants must be an active member of the A.M.E.    

       Church.
(     Must maintain regular attendance in school 

(     Must be recommended by the pastor and the local youth director or   

       the local commissioner
_     Must complete necessary requirements prior to the dedication     

       ceremony
PERSONAL DESIRE
Young people at all ages have individual likes and dislike which should be considered.  The program of Christian Debutante-Master activities appeals to many of them. It is hoped that youth entering the program at age nine will continue to remain active in their churches and become re-enrolled each year until they reach seventeen and are honored as Debutantes and Masters.  Young people who prefer not to participate should not be bribed by parents or youth leaders.  Their personal desire should be respected.
(12)
CDMC GENERAL CRITERIA
The general criteria to become a debutante or master include age, marital status, Christian belief, active church involvement, regular attendance, personal desire, parental sanction, and uniformity of attire for the dedication 

Age Levels of Participants
Debutante‑Master Division
Ages 16 through 22
Sub Debutante/Sub Master


Ages 13 through 15

Allenites



             Ages 9   through 12

Pre  Allenites (optional)


Ages 5 through    8
MARITAL STATUS
Single (no children) only may participate in the dedication ceremony.

CHRISTIAN BELIEF
To believe that Christ is the Son of God, that He lived, and died for our sins, was resurrected, and is now in heaven as our Redeemer.

PERSONAL DESIRE
Young people should be encouraged and motivated to participate in church and community activities and remain active until they have completed the requirements to participate in the dedication ceremony.  
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THE LOCAL CHURCH CDMC COMMISSIONER

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Appointed by the Pastor of the church

· Maintain a good working relationship with the pastor, Presiding Elder, conference and Episcopal district commissioners

· Maintain a good working relationship with youth in the local church

· Must be familiar with the CDMC curriculum

· Responsible for making reports to the pastor as requested

· Makes an annual report to the conference or Episcopal district commissioner as requested. The report should include the following:


Financial Report (income, expenditures)


Programs


Statistical Report (number of youth in each category according to age)


In reach and outreach projects

OFFICERS
There shall be an administrator elected at the General Conference. There shall also be a voluntary work advisory board recruited by the administrator. The members of the commission shall meet annually. The CDMC ADMINISTRATOR shall have the rank of a Connectional officer and receive all recognition and courtesies.

 
STRUCTURE

The structure of the Christian Debutante-Master Commission shall be: Connectional, Episcopal District, Conference, Presiding Elder District and Local Churches.

(8)
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
Commission Chair          Bishop David Daniels, Jr                                                                                                                                                                                

Director of CED
            Rev. Garland Pierce

Administrator                  Mrs. Lyndajo Jones Watson
Advisory Committee 

Mrs. Gloria Massey-Ward                    ________________________

Mrs. Loretta Hill                                     ________________________

Ms. Karen Butler                                    ________________________

Vice President                             Mrs. Sharon Sheffield
2nd Vice President                        Mrs. Linda Sims

Recording Secretary
          Mrs. Audreye Hall  

Ass’t Recording Secretary           ____________________________

Corresponding Secretary             _____________________________

Treasurer
              
         Mrs. C. Ann Smith
Historian

          _____________________________

Social Media Coordinator
         Ms Shantel Sims
Worship Leader

         Rev. Deidre Hines                                       

Episcopal District                         ____________________________

Presiding Elder’s District             ____________________________
           

Conference                                   ____________________________

 Local Church                               _​___________________________

(9)

CURRICULUM OUTLINE
                                             Know your Church

                                             Bible Study



      Health and Hygiene


                   Social Graces




     Finance for Youth
                                            Public Speaking
                                            My Civic Duty
ACTIVITIES 
Bible Bowl
Spelling Bee
Essay Contest
Liturgical Dance
Ballroom Dance
Drama
Oratorical Contests
King and Queen Contest
Community Outreach Projects such as foster grandparents, Adopt-A-Senior, health fairs, and nursing home visitation, church beautification, arts and crafts, and fundraising for colleges/universities. 

(Please have at least 2 projects annually)
(10)
Lyndajo Jones Watson


Christian Debutante and Master Administrator


2016-present








